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THE GEHERAL ASSEMBLY AND SOUTH AFRICA 

ANHCR: VOA HE'S ANALYST RONALD U,DUNLAVEY DISCUSSES TUESDAY'S 
VOTING IN THE UNITED NATIOG:'S GOECRAL ASSEMBLY ON SOUTH AFRICA'S 
APARTHEID POLICY: 

VOICE: COPT) AFTE® TWO 'iEEKS OF DEBATE AND ABOUT A HUNDRED 
SPERCHES, THE THIRTY-FITST U.N, GENFRAL ASSFHBLY-- LIKE ITS 
PREDECESSORS-- HAS CONDTMNED T:' SOUTH AFRICAN POLICY OF RACIAL 
DISCRIMINATION KNOW! AS APAPTHTID. UT IN DOING SO IT HAS ONCE 
AGAL! UNDERLINED A PROBSLE! HICH INCREASINGLY CONCERNS MANY 
SUPPORTERS OF THE ''ORLD ORGANIZATIOI-- THE PROBLEM OF RESOLUTIONS 
WHICH ARE LOOSELY-'"'ORDED, UNREALISTIC AND EVEN TRRESPONSIBLE. 

CEND OPT) 

NO LESS THAI: TEN RESOLUTIONS WERE PASSED BY THE GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY Oii TUESDAY DURING THE CLIMAX OF ITS DEBATE OM APARTHEID. 
BUT THE WORDING GF NiOST OF THEM WAS SOQ CONTROVERSIAL THAT 
SIGHIFICANT NUMBERS OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY MEMBERS ABSTAINED FROM THE 
VOTING~- A SURE SIGi} THAT FAULT IS FOUND NOT WITH THE BASIC INTENT 
OF THE RESOLUTION 8UT RATHER "‘ITH ITS STRUCTURE AND WORDING. COPT.) 
OF THE TEN RESOLUTIONS ONLY TWO "ERE PASSED BY CONSENSUS-- IN 
CONTRAST TO EARLIER YEARS, “WHEN VOTING ON APARTHEID INVARIABLY 
PRODUCED SOMETHING CLOSE TO UNANIMOUS AGRTEMENT. CEND OPT.) 

OBJECTIONS TO THE WORDING OF THIS YEAR'S RESOLUTIONS ‘ERE 
NUMEROUS, ONE OF THEN DEFI:'ED THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT AS 
"COLONIALIST" AND AS MELLEGITT ATEMA- TERMS WHICH ARE INACCURATE 
BY ACCEPTED DEFINITION, IT ALSO CALLED FOR OUTSIDE SUPPORT FOR AN 
EFFORT BY SOUTH AFRICA! BLACK PEOPLE TO SEIZE CONTROL BY ALL 
POSSIBLE MEANS, INCLUDING ARMES STRUGGLE-- THE PRACTICAL EFFECT 
OF WHICH, IT WAS POINTED OUT, ‘OULD BE TO ENCOURAGE AN UPRISING 


WHICH WOULD LEAD TO A RACIAL SLOOUBATH, 
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ANOTHER RESOLUTION CALLED FOR A MANDATGRY ARHS EMBARGO INSTEAD 
OF THE PRESENT VOLUNTARY ONE. THE UNITED STATES VOTED AGAINST THIS 
RESOLUTION FOR TWO REASONS: FIRST, SECAUSE THE SOUTH AFRICAN 
SITUATION IS NOT A THREAT TO INTERNATIONAL PEACE, AND SECOND, 
BECAUSE THE RESOLUTION INCORRFCTLY ACCUSES THE UNITED STATES OF 
SUPPLYING SOUTH AFRICA WIT!Hi ARMS, THE UNITED STATES HAS, IN FACT, 
MAINTAINED A STRICT EMBARGO ON THE SALE AND SHIPMENT OF MILITARY 
EQUIPHENT TO SOUTH AFRICA FOR ALMOST FIFTEEN YEARS. 

COPT.) A RESOLUTION CALLI!:G FOR BREAKING ECONOMIC RELATIONS WIT! 
SOUTH AFRICA DREW TWENTY-FOUR ASSTENTIONS FROM COUNTRIES WHICH 
OBVIOUSLY SAW IT AS UNREALISTIC-- PARTLY BECAUSE OF ITS HARHFUL 
EFFECT ON SOUTH AFRICA'S BLACK ‘ORKFRS. AND A RESOLUTION SINGLING 
OUT ISRAEL FOR MILITARY COLLABORATION WITH SOUTH AFRICA RESULTED 
IN TWENTY NEGATIVE VOTES AND TWENTY-FOUR ABSENTIONS SY MEMBERS 
WHO SUSPECTED AN EFFORT TO CONFUSS THE APARTHEID DEBATE WITH 
MIDDLE FAST POLITICAL ISSUFS, CEND OPT.) 

TO ANYOME FOLLOWING THE DEBATE, IT WOULO HAVE DEEN QUITE CLEAR 
THAT OPPOSITION TO SOUTH AFRICA‘'S RACIAL POLICIES IS AS STRONG AND 
AS WIDESPREAD AS EVER. BUT THIS YEAR'S DEBATE FOUND TRADITIONAL 
OPPOHENTS OF APARTHEID COMPELLED TO OPPOSE OR ASSTAIN FROM VOTING 
ON RESOLUTIONS AGAINST APARTHEID SIMPLY BECAUSE THOSE RESOLUTIONS 
CONTAINED TOO MUCH OF UHAT ONE AFRICAN DELEGATE DESCRIBED AS 
"POLITICAL GIMMICKRY." COPT.) THE RESOLUTIONS IN QUESTION ARE, 

OF COURSE, NOT BINDING; THEY ARE ONLY RECOMMENDATIONS, BUT A 
GROWING NUMBER OF U.N, iENGERS OBVIOUSLY SEE A DANGER IN VOTING 
EVEN FOR RECOHMMENDATORY RESOLUTIONS IF THEY ARE IMPRECISE, 
UNREALISTIC AND POTENTIALLY INFLAMMATORY, CEND OPT.) THEIR VIEW 
APPARENTLY IS THAT RESOLUTIONS OF THIS TYPE ARE OF DUBIOUS VALUE Ih 
THE STRUGGLE AGAINST APARTHEID, AND TEND TO DIMINISH THE PRESTIGE 


ANDO EFFECTIVENESS OF THE UNITED NATIONS LTSCLF. 


e 


